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Competition policy experience before competition and regulatory enforcement 
agencies and courts 
 
Expert Reports 
Monopoly declaration: Med Nautilus’ appeal to the Israel Antitrust Tribunal on the 
General Director of the IAA declaration of Monopoly under Art. 26(A) of the RPA. 
 
Abuse of dominance: Assessment of potential foreclosing provisions in contracts in the 
telecoms industry. 
 
Mergers 
Merger in the electrical appliances and retail chains sector: Gabriel advised Bosch und 
Siemens Israel in the merger between two leading electrical appliances importers and 
operators of retail chains.   
 
Potential sale of an MNO: Gabriel has advised a mobile operator and global equipment 
manufacturer regarding potential competition and regulatory issues in the Israel mobile 
telephony market in relation to a potential merger.  
 
Fuelling stations: Gabriel advised a large energy group on competition matters in the 
fuelling stations market. 
 
Tom-Tom and Tele-Atlas: Gabriel was part of the team that advised Tom-Tom in its 
acquisition of Tele-Atlas. In this case Gabriel helped to develop and implement a model 
to analyse incentives to partially or fully foreclose competitors. He also took part in the 
analysis of coordinated effects theories of harm. 
 
Google and DoubleClick: Gabriel was part of the team that advised a third party during 
Phase II investigation of the merger between Google and DoubleClick on market power 
issues and unilateral effects.  
 
Pharmaceutical manufacturers’ merger: Gabriel was part of team that analysed the 
competitive effects of the merger between two pharmaceutical manufacturers. His 
analysis focused on the analysis of potential conglomerate effects. 
 
Merger in the long-term savings sector: While at the IAA Gabriel undertook economic 
analysis in merger cases involving long-term savings and pensions in Israel. The main 
challenge in these projects regarded market definition analyses. These analyses required 
gaining an in-depth acquaintance with complex financial products shaped by the 
interaction of financial and tax characteristics.  
 
Hamburger chains: While at the IAA Gabriel was the project manager responsible for 
planning and delivering economic analysis of the potential impact on competition and 
consumers of the merger between two hamburger chains in Israel. He implemented 
econometric analysis techniques to assess the impact of entry on market performance 
parameters to define the relevant market. 
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While at the IAA Gabriel has advised on numerous mergers (on issues regarding market 
definition analysis, competitive concerns analysis, etc.), spanning on a wide range of 
sectors including, foods, supermarket retail chains, DIY retail chains, banking, insurance 
and financial services. 
 
Abuse of dominance 
Predatory pricing and conditional rebates: Gabriel advised a firm in the telecom sector 
on whether its pricing practice is consistent with competition policy principles regarding 
predatory pricing, conditional rebates and long-term contracts exclusionary effects. 
 
Predatory pricing: Gabriel advised a potential complainant active in the transportation & 
logistics sector on predatory conduct issues. 
 
Excessive pricing: Gabriel was part of a team that advised Israeli Mobile Network 
Operators implementing the excessive pricing analytical framework for analysing 
whether mobile operators charged excessive prices in the context of regulatory 
competition policy. 
Collective dominance: While at the IAA Gabriel extensively investigated collective 
dominance issues in the retail banking services market. He implemented economic theory 
of collective dominance and analysed the potential impact of asymmetric information and 
switching costs on market conditions and competition. 
 
While at the IAA Gabriel has advised on Monopoly Declaration cases in various 
industries (on issues regarding market definition analysis, identification of market 
participants and market share calculation). 
 
 
Horizontal and vertical agreements 
Interchange fee levels: Gabriel served as a member of the team (team manager) that 
advised an Israeli credit card company in the proceedings held at the Israel Antitrust 
Tribunal for setting the market Interchange fee. The team implemented economic theory 
to provide welfare effects analysis. The team also implemented econometric techniques 
to assess cost differential issues.  
 
Interchange fees agreements and fee level: Gabriel was part of a team that advised a 
credit card company owned by a major UK bank on antitrust issues regarding interchange 
fees agreements and fee levels investigations in the UK. This advice included the 
analyses of various interchange fees scenarios.  
 
Interchange fees agreements and fee levels: While at the IAA Gabriel advised the 
General Director in cases regarding the economic principles of the collective setting of 
Multiple Interchange Fee in ATM networks, direct debit platforms, and deferred debit 
card networks.  
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Gabriel testified at the Antitrust Tribunal on a Restraint of Trade case regarding the 
economic principles the joint setting of the Multiple Interchange Fee. This testimony 
regarded the question of what would be the appropriate methodology for setting these 
fees. 
 
Underwriting sector: While at the IAA Gabriel advised the IAA General Director in 
merger, restraint of trade and dominance cases involving the underwriting industry and 
consortiums between underwriters. These projects involved scrutinising the process and 
the economics of capital raising and its associated underwriting aspects. These 
assessments involved analysing claimed trade-offs between negative competitive effects 
of underwriters' ad-hoc collaborations and the efficiencies in mitigating underwriting 
associated risks. 
 
Market studies and sector inquiries 
Banking sector: Gabriel was part of a team that advised a major UK bank on various 
projects involving retail banking, SME banking and insurance sector. These advices were 
provided to this major bank while facing the Office or Fair Trading (OFT) market studies 
and the UK Competition Commission market investigations. These market investigations 
Gabriel analysed potential market failures in the relevant markets and evaluated the 
impact of proposed remedies on competition and market performance.  
 
Extended Warranties market: Gabriel was the project manger of a team that assisted the 
OFT in the review of the impact the Order’s provisions on the Extended Warranties 
market on the market performance. In this case Gabriel took part in deciding the 
methodological approach, designing of consumer survey and analysing the findings. 
 
Supermarket chains market: While at the IAA, in an sector investigation of commercial 
practices in the supermarket chains market Gabriel analysed and assessed the impact on 
competition and consumers of several aspects of the supplier/supermarket relationship, 
such as portfolio power, bonuses and turnover targets, slotting allowances and shelf-
space allocation, category captaincy and private label. 
 
Economic regulation 
Hayek Committee: Gabriel advised a leading telecom operator regarding the interim 
recommendations of the Hayek Committee on the creation of wholesale market in the 
fixed telephony and internet infrastructure and the abolition of regulatory undertakings 
imposed on Israel’s telecoms incumbent. 
 
MVNO regulation: Gabriel was part of a team that advised an Israeli consortium of 
Mobile Network Operators in their proceedings in front of the Israeli Ministry of 
Communication. The project consisted in assessing the level of competition in the mobile 
telephony market in view of a potential mandatory access to Mobile Virtual Network 
Operators. It also included a critical review of the policy recommendations about the 
licensing of MVNOs.  
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Fixed telephony and DSL infrastructure regulation: Gabriel was part of a team that 
advised Bezeq (the Israeli telecoms incumbent) on various issues regarding the 
implementation of the recommendations of the 2008 Grounau committee for a wholesale 
access regime.  
 
Postal services market: Gabriel was part of a team that advised Postcomm (the UK 
regulator for the postal services market) on ring-fencing of the wholesale business and 
vertical separation issues as part of its Strategic review. In that context he analysed the 
current access regime, identified problems with the regime and analysed the potential 
forms of competition. 
 
PUBLICATIONS: 
 
Competitive analysis, 2007, Gabriel Baron. 

Evaluating the Impact of the Supply of Extended Warranties on Domestic Electrical 
Goods Order, 2008, Gabriel Baron, Justin Coombs and David Shaharudin.  Report 
prepared for the Office of Fair Trading. 

Remedies in the Personal Protection Insurance market, 2009, Gabriel Baron, Justin 
Coombs and David Shaharudin. Competition Law Insight.  
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